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Josiah Tucker, Four Tracts on Political and Commercial Subjects [1774], 

with marginalia by Benjamin Franklin.  

This class is a graduate proseminar on early American history.  It offers students three opportunities:  to learn about the main events and turning points in early America, to gain a critical understanding of how historians have defined and argued about these events, and to consider how they might teach this material to undergraduates.  


Each student will participate in weekly discussions, review one week's readings, review one additional book, and write a historiographic paper due at the end of the reading period.  Each week, students should take notes on the individual readings and make synthetic notes on the topic as a whole.  For the week you review the readings, you will distribute by e-mail (by Monday 5:00 pm of the week in question) a set of concise questions for the seminar.  You will also write an 8-page review essay (due at the start of discussion) of the readings.  Many of the readings below are selections from full books (or essays drawn from books); you will finish reading one of those books and write a 5-page review of it.  The final paper (12-15 pages) will discuss one historiographic issue or topic in greater depth.  You will be expected to do additional reading for the final paper, in consultation with me.  A prospectus for the final paper is due on November 27.  

Your grade will be based on active participation in class discussion (30%), the 8-page review essay and pre-circulated questions (20%), the book review (20%), and the final paper (30%).  


All readings are required:  



*  COOP (also on reserve at Lamont)  


+  on reserve at Lamont Library


> in History Department Library
Students must read, by the third week of class, *Alan Taylor, American Colonies, as background.  
Sept. 4 - Introduction

Sept. 11 – NEW WORLD, NEW HISTORIES
Garcilaso de la Vega, Royal Commentaries of the Incas, and General History of Peru [1609]


(Austin, Tex., 1989), I, 9-14
.
William Bradford, Of Plimouth Plantation, ed. Samuel Eliot Morison (New York, 1952), 52-81.  
William Robertson, The History of America (1777), vol. I, 264-418.  
>John H. Elliott, Britain and Spain in America:  Colonists and Colonized (Reading, 1994)—xerox in


History Dept. Library.  

>Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, How to Write the History of the New World:  Histories, Epistemologies,


and Identities in the Eighteenth-Century Atlantic World (Stanford, 2001), 1-59—xerox.  
Sept. 18 - WHIGS
Mercy Otis Warren, History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution

(Boston, 1805), I, iii-34
.  

Edmund S. Morgan, “The American Revolution:  Revisions in Need of Revising, William and Mary


Quarterly, 3d ser., 4 (1957), 3-15
.  

*Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution (New York, 1967).  

Daniel T. Rodgers, “Republicanism:  The Career of a Concept,” Journal of American History, 79


(1992), 11-38. 
 
T. H. Breen, “Ideology and Nationalism on the Eve of the American Revolution:  Revisions Once


More in Need of Revising,” JAH, 84 (1997), 13-39. 
 
Sept. 25 - PROGRESSIVES
Charles A. Beard, An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (New York,


1913), 152-88, 239-52, 324-25. 
   

Jesse Lemisch, “Jack Tar in the Streets:  Merchant Seamen in the Politics of Revolutionary


America,” WMQ, 25 (1968), 371-407. 
   

+Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States (New York, 1980), 59-76.  
Woody Holton, “Abigail Adams, Bond Speculator,” WMQ, 64 (2007), 821-38.   
Oct. 2 – IMPERIAL HISTORY    

Charles M. Andrews, “The American Revolution:  An Interpretation,” American Historical Review,


31 (1926), 219-32. 
  
>David Beers Quinn, ed., Raleigh and the British Empire (London, 1947), xi-46.  
Jack P. Greene, “Bridge to Revolution:  The Wilkes Fund Controversy in South Carolina, 1769


1775,” Journal of Southern History, 29 (1963) 19-52. 
 
Nicholas P. Canny, “The Ideology of English Colonization:  From Ifreland to America,” WMQ, 30


(1973), 575-98. 
 
>Fred Anderson, A People's Army:  Massachusetts Soldiers and Society in the Seven Years War 
(Chapel Hill, 1984), chs. 1-2.  
+Richard Drayton, "Knowledge and Empire," Oxford History of the British Empire, vol. II, ed. P. J.


Marshall (Oxford, 1998), 231-52.   
Oct. 9 – EVERYDAY AND COMMONPLACE
Alice Morse Earle, Child Life in Colonial Days (New York, 1899), vii-xi, 34-62.  
Russell Menard, “From Servant to Freeholder:  Status Mobility and Property Accumulation in


Seventeenth-Century Maryland,” WMQ, 30 (1973), 37-64. 
 
Lois G. Carr and Lorena S. Walsh, “The Planter’s Wife:  The Experience of White Women in


Seventeenth-Century Maryland,” WMQ, 34 (1977), 542-71. 
 
*John Demos, A Little Commonwealth (Oxford, 1978).  

+Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale:  The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785


1812, (New York, 1991), chs. 1-2.  
Oct. 16 – RELIGION  

+Perry Miller, The New England Mind:  The Seventeenth Century (New York, 1939), 463-91. 

+Perry Miller, Errand into the Wilderness (Cambridge, Mass., 1964), 1-15, 153-83.  

Jon Butler, “The Future of American Religious History:  Prospectus, Agenda, Transatlantic


‘Problematique,’” WMQ, 42 (1985), 167-83. 
 
Jane T. Merritt, “Dreaming of the Savior’s Blood:  Moravians and the Indian Great Awakening in


Pennsylvania,” WMQ, 54 (1997), 723-46. 
 
+Sylvia R. Frey, Come Shouting to Zion:  African-American Protestantism in the American South


and Caribbean to 1830 (Chapel Hill, 1998), chs. 1, 4.  
Oct. 23 - SLAVERY

W. E. B. DuBois, The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States of America, 1638


1870 (Cambridge, Mass., 1896), 1-26. 
 
Oscar and Lillian Handlin, “Origins of the Southern Labor Sysem,” WMQ, 55 (1998), 199-222.  
*Edmund S. Morgan, American Slavery, American Freedom:  The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia (New


York, 1975).  

John Thornton, “The African Experience of the ’20 and Odd Negroes’ Arriving in Virginia in 1619,”


WMQ, 55 (1998), 421-34. 
 
Vincent Brown, “Spiritual Terror and Sacred Authority in Jamaican Slave Society,” Slavery and


Abolition, 24 (2003), 24-53. 
 
Oct. 30 – NATURE AND SCIENCE
+I. Bernard Cohen, Benjamin Franklin's Experiments (Cambridge, Mass., 1941), preface.  
Alfred W. Crosby, “Conquistador y Pestilencia: The First New World Pandemic and the Fall of the


Great Indian Empires,” Hispanic American Historical Review, 47 (1967), 321-37.

Joyce E. Chaplin, “Natural Philosophy and an Early Racial Idiom in North America:  Comparing


English and Indian Bodies,” WMQ, 54 (1997), 229-52. 
 
Martin Brückner, “Lessons in Geography:  Maps, Spellers, and Other Grammars of Nationalism in

the Early Republic,” American Quarterly, 51 (1999), 229-52. 
 
Londa Schiebinger, Plants and Empire:  Colonial Bioprospecting in the Atlantic World (Cambridge,


Mass., 2004), 73-104. 
 
James Delbourgo, “Political Electricity:  The Occult Mechanism of Revolution,” commonplace.org,


vol. 5 (2004).
 
Nov. 6. – FRONTIER and/or INDIAN HISTORY
Francis Parkman, History of the Conspiracy of Pontiac (Boston, 1851) 1-40, 560-73.  
Frederick Jackson Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History,” Report of the


American Historical Association (1893), 199-227. 
 
Francis P. Jennings, “A Vanishing Indian:  Francis Parkman versus His Sources,” Pennsylvania


Magazine of History and Biography, 87 (1963), 306-23. 
 
+Richard Slotkin, Regeneration through Violence:  The Mythology of the American Frontier

(Middletown, Conn., 1973), 57-115.  
James Axtell, “The Ethnohistory of Early America:  A Review Essay,” WMQ, 35 (1978), 110-44.  
+Richard White, The Middle Ground:  Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes 
Region, 1650-1815 (Cambridge, 1991), 1-93.   
Eric Hinderaker and Rebecca Horn, “Territorial Crossings:  Histories and Historiographies of Early


America,” WMQ, 67 (2010), 395-432. 
   
Nov. 13 – CULTURAL HISTORY
Bruce Kulick, “Myth and Symbol in American Studies,” American Quarterly, 24 (1972), 435-50.  
+Richard L. Bushman, "American High-Style and Vernacular Cultures," in Jack P. Greene and J. R.


Pole, eds., Colonial British America:  Essays in the New History of the Early Modern Era

(Baltimore, 1984).  
+David D. Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment:  Popular Religious Belief in Early New


England (Cambridge, Mass., 1989), 21-61.  

Jay Fliegelman, Declaring Independence:  Jefferson, Natural Language, and the Culture of


Performance (Stanford, 1993), 1-35. 
  
+Jill Lepore, The Name of War:  King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity (New 
York, 1998), 3-47.  

Eric Slauter, “Being Alone in the Age of the Social Contract,” WMQ, 62 (2005), 31-66.  
Nov. 20 – ATLANTIC
Bernard Bailyn and John Clive, “England’s Cultural Provinces:  Scotland and America,” WMQ 11


(1954), 200-13. 
 
Marcus Rediker and Peter Linebaugh, “The Many-Headed Hydra:  Sailors, Slaves, and the Atlantic


Working Class in the 18th Century,” Journal of Historical Sociology, 3 (1990), 225-53. 
 
+Joseph Roach, Cities of the Dead:  Circum-Atlantic Performance (New York, 1996), 1-72.

Eric Hinderaker, “The ‘Four Indian Kings’ and the Imaginative Construction of the First British


Empire,” WMQ, 53 (1996),  487-526. 
 
+David Armitage, “Three Concepts of Atlantic History,” in The British Atlantic World, 1500-1800,


ed. David Armitage and Michael J. Braddick, 2nd ed. (New York, 2009), 13-29.   

Nov. 27 – MATERIAL CULTURE  

Jules David Prown, “Mind in Matter:  An Introduction to Material Culture Theory and Method,”


Winterthur Portfolio, 17 (1982), 1-19. 
 
+Igor Kopytoff, “The Cultural Biography of Things:  Commoditization as Process,” in Arjun


Appadurai, ed., The Social Life of Things:  Commodities in Cultural Perspective (New York,


1986).  
T. H. Breen, “’Baubles of Britain’:  The American and Consumer Revolutions in the Eighteenth


Century,” Past & Present, no. 119 (1988), 73-104. 
 
Laurier Turgeon, “The Tale of the Kettle:  Odyssey of an Intercultural Object,” Ethnohistory, 44


(1997) 1-29. 
 
Michael Zakim, “Sartorial Ideologies:  From Homespun to Ready-Made,” AHR, 106 (2001), 1553


86. 
 
PROSPECTUS DUE
Dec. 4 – GOING GLOBAL 
David Armitage, “The Declaration of Independence and International Law,” WMQ, 59 (2002), 39-64. 
>Alison Games, The Web of Empire:  English Cosmopolitans in an Age of Expansion, 1560-1660

(New York, 2008), chs. 1, 7—xerox.  
+James R. Fichter, So Great a Proffit: How the East Indies Trade Transformed Anglo-American


Capitalism (Cambridge, Mass., 2010), chs. 1, 9.  

Maya Jasanoff, “The Other Side of Revolution:  Loyalists in the British Empire,” WMQ, 65 (2008),


205-32. 
 
Rosemarie Zagarri, “The Significance of the ‘Global Turn’ for the Early American Republic,”


Journal of the Early Republic31 (2011), 1-37. 
 
Joyce E. Chaplin, “Expansion and Exceptionalism in Early American History,” JAH, 89 (2003),


1431-55. 
   
Dec. 12:  final paper due by 5:00 pm 

