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The Body of


B. Franklin, 
Printer;


Like the Cover of an old Book,


Its Contents torn out,


and stript of its Lettering and Gilding,

Lies here, Food for Worms.


But the Work shall not be wholly lost:


For it will, as he believ’d, appear once more,


In a new & more perfect Edition,


Corrected and amended 

By the Author. 








(BF, 1728)


Benjamin Franklin’s mock-epitaph of 1728 could not have included his vital statistics because he did not know when he would die.  In the end, his birth and death dates spanned the period from 1706 to 1790, almost the whole of the eighteenth century, which makes Franklin’s incredibly varied accomplishments a superb measure of the cultural and historic changes in this critical era.  Franklin participated in the increasing refinement of early American culture, the expansion of transatlantic commerce (including the slave trade), the spread of the "new science," the redefinitions of civility and public life, the imperial wars that divided and re-divided North America, the American Revolution and creation of the United States, and the early antislavery movement.  Moreover, Franklin began his life at a modest level but ended it as the most famous American of his day—he embodied the differences between ordinary and extraordinary persons, typical and atypical experiences, common and elite cultures.  

Above all, and to a remarkable extent, Franklin witnessed and created the modern world that seems familiar to us now, yet he also inhabited worlds of the past that are deeply unfamiliar, weird and wonderful.  This course will analyze some of the many lives that Franklin led during the eighteenth century; students will be able to examine in more depth one of these lives, or identify and explore yet another.  In so doing, we will gain greater comprehension both of Franklin and of the worlds in which he lived.  


Each student must:  write a final research paper of 3000-4000 words (45% of the final grade); prepare a primary-source exercise due Oct. 6 (5% of grade); write a prospectus of 1-2 pages for the final paper and give an oral presentation of it in class (10% of grade); compose three one-sentence discussion questions (to be posted on the course website by noon on the Tuesday before class) on one week's readings (10%); and participate intelligently in all the discussions (30% of grade).  Class discussion is very important—if you cannot attend class, you must notify me in advance (except in cases of unforseen emergency) and write a 2-3 page summary of that week’s readings.

The readings are coded as follows:  * at the COOP (also Lamont Reserves); + scans on the course website; @ linked to an electronic resource.  

The many readings extracted from The Papers of Benjamin Franklin , ed. Leonard W. Labaree et al. (New Haven, 1959-), in the syllabus below (indicated with §), are available in two formats.  For purposes of class discussion, you can use the electronic compendium www.franklinpapers.org ; click on the link, agree to the conditions of use, and find the extract according to the volume and page numbers indicated.  In addition, the printed volumes are on reserve at Lamont.  If you are composing discussion questions for a week that includes extracts from the PBF, I strongly recommend that you look at the printed volumes.  References to the print copies are required for any written work.  Full runs of the PBF are available at Widener and the History Library; a partial run (the first thirty six of the total thirty-nine volumes) is at Lamont.  


You might also find the following resources useful, though PLEASE do not cite them in your written work without consulting me first:  

www.english.udel.edu/lemay/franklin/

www.pbs.org/benfranklin/

www.bf300.org 

  




Schedule
Sept. 1:  Being a Brief Introduction to Silence Dogood, the Busybody, Anthony Afterwit, Miss Polly Baker, Richard ("Poor Richard") Saunders, a Tradesman, a Citizen, a Lover of Britain, "F. B.," Homespun, Daylight, Twilight, Americanus, Bonhomme Richard, Sidi Mehemet Ibrahim . . . alias Benjamin Franklin.  

Sept. 8:  Outline of a Life 

@Franklin, Benjamin, American National Biography
*The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, ed. Leonard W. Labaree, 2nd ed. (New Haven, 2003).  
Sept. 15:  Youth
+David D. Hall, Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment:  Popular Religious Belief in Early New


England (Cambridge, Mass., 1990), 21-61.  
@Gary B. Nash, “Up from the Bottom in Franklin’s Philadelphia,”Past & Present, no. 77(1977), 
57-83.  
§ Benjamin Franklin the Elder, Verses and Acrostic, The Papers of Benjamin Franklin 
(hereinafter PBF), ed. Leonard W. Labaree et al. (New Haven, 1959-), I, 3-6.  

§ BF (?), "The Lighthouse Tragedy" and "The Taking of Teach the Pirate," PBF, I, 6-7. 
§ Silence Dogood, nos. 1, 4, PBF, I, 8-11, 14-18.  

§ BF, "Articles of Belief and Acts of Religion," PBF, I, 101-09.  

Sept. 22:  Printer
+Marion Barber Stowell, Early American Almanacs:  The Colonial Weekday Bible (New York, 
1977), 1-36, 76-85.  

@David Waldstreicher, “Reading the Runaways: Self-Fashioning, Print Culture, and Confidence in


Slavery in the Eighteenth-Century Mid-Atlantic,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 56


(1999), 243-72
.   

@Pennsylvania Gazette.  Students should do a keyword search for an important topic, commodity, or


event  represented in several issues of the paper (before 1748).  

§Poor Richard, 1733:  An Almanack, PBF, I, 287-318.   
Sept. 29:  Public Man
@David S. Shields, “Anglo-American Clubs:  Their Wit, Their Heterodoxy, Their Sedition,”


William and Mary Quarterly, 3d ser., 51, (1994), 293-304
.  
+Michael Warner, The Letters of the Republic:  Publication and the Public Sphere in 
Eighteenth Century America (Cambridge, Mass., 1990), 73-96.  
+Richard L. Bushman, "American High-Style and Vernacular Cultures," Colonial British 
America:  Essays in the New History of the Early Modern Era, ed. Jack P. Greene and 
J. R. Pole (Baltimore, 1984), 345-83.  

§ Records of the Library Company, PBF, I, 320-22, 359-61.  

§ Plain Truth (1747), PBF, III, 188-204. 

§ "Rules for Making Oneself a Disagreeable Companion," PBF, IV, 73-74. 

§ Pennsylvania Assembly Committee:  Report on the State of the Currency, PBF, IV, 344-50.  

We will hold the first half of this class at Houghton Library.  

Also this week:  individual meetings with professor to discuss research topics.  

Oct. 6:  Private Man

@Toby L. Ditz, “Shipwrecked; or Masculinity Imperiled:  Mercantile Representations of Failure and


the Gendered Self in Eighteenth-Century Philadelphia,” Journal of American History, 81


(1994), 51-80
.  
+Claude-Anne Lopez, "Three Women, Three Styles," in Benjamin Franklin and Women, ed. 
Larry E. Tise (University Park, Penn., 2000), 51-63.  

§ [BF], "The Speech of Miss Polly Baker" (1747), PBF, III, 120-25.  

§ BF to Abiah Franklin, Apr. 12, 1750, PBF, III, 474-75.  

§ Deborah Franklin to BF, Apr. 20-25, 1767, PBF, XIV, 134-40.  


Primary-source exercise (analysis of a primary source with references to the relevant secondary literature) due in class.  
Oct. 13:  Natural Philosopher 

+Benjamin Franklin's Experiments, ed. I. Bernard Cohen (Cambridge, Mass., 1941), 169-200. 
@Simon Schaffer, “Experimenters’ Techniques, Dyers’ Hands, and the Electric Planetarium” Isis, 88


(1997), 456-83
.  
+Joyce E. Chaplin, “Natural Philosopher,” in The Cambridge Companion to Benjamin Franklin, ed.


Carla Mulford (New York, 2008), 63-76.  

We will hold the second half of this class at the Collection of Historical Scientific Instruments, Science Center.  

Oct. 20:  British Subject
@T. H. Breen, “Ideology and Nationalism on the Eve of the American Revolution:  Revisions Once


More in Need of Revising” Journal of American History, 84 (1997), 13-39
.  
§ BF, The Interest of Great Britain Considered with Regard to Her Colonies and the Acquisitions 
of Canada and Guadeloupe (1760), PBF, IX, 59-100.  

§ Examination of BF in the House of Commons, Feb. 1766, PBF, XIII, 124-59. 

§ [BF] on the Somerset Case, The London Chronicle, June 18-20, 1772, PBF, XIX, 187-88.  


Interlude:  some music for glass armonica.  
Oct. 27:  Prospectuses due:  in-class presentations of prospectuses.  

Nov. 3:  American 

+Jack P. Greene, "The Origins of the New Colonial Policy, 1748-1763," A Companion to the 
American Revolution, ed. Jack P. Greene and J. R. Pole (Oxford, 2000), 101-111.  
@Joyce E. Chaplin, Benjamin Franklin’s Political Arithmetic:  A Materialist View of Humanity


(Washington, D. C., 2009).  

§ BF, "Observations Concerning the Increase of Mankind" (1751), PBF, IV, 225-34.  

§ BF, "Rules by Which a Great Empire May be Reduced to a Small One" (1773), PBF, XX, 389-99. 

§ [BF], "A Letter from London," Boston Gazette, Apr. 25, 1774, PBF, XXI, 78-83.  

§ BF, “Proposed Articles of Confederation" (July 1775), PBF, XXII, 120-25.  

Nov. 10:  no class—outlines (with introductory paragraphs) of final papers due by 4:00.  

Nov. 17:  Cosmopolitan
@Pauline Kleingeld, “Six Varieties of Cosmopolitanism in Late Eighteenth-Century Germany,”

Journal of the History of Ideas, 60 (1999), 505-24
.  
§ BF to Samuel Huntington, Aug. 9, 10, 1780, PBF, XXXIII, 160-68.  

+BF, "Remarks on the Politeness of the Savages of North America" and "To the Royal 
Academy of *****," The Bagatelles from Passy, facsimile edition (New York, 1967), 173-85.  

+Journal of Richard Oswald, Apr. 18, 1782, in The Emerging Nation:  A Documentary History 
of the Foreign Relations of the United States under the Articles of Confederation, 1780-
1789, ed. Mary A. Giunta, et al. (Washington, D. C., 1996), I, 344-52.  
Dec. 1:  Afterlife 
@Benjamin Franklin: Will and Codicil (July 17, 1788, June 23, 1789).
Also:  review Autobiography .  
Reading period:  individual meetings with professor to discuss final papers.  
Final papers due at noon, Monday, December 12.  
